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Friends, 

At the beginning of each school year, and of each day within that year, 

the first encounter a student makes with a representative of our 

schools, in most cases, a NMSD bus driver.  The first priority of all of 

our drivers is to deliver our students safely from their boarding stops in 

the morning to their various schools and return those same students 

safely to those same stops at the end of the day.  Most people do not 

realize the rigor of the professional training through which our drivers 

must go to prepare safely transporting our students every day of the 

school year to and from school.  Though checking a school bus each 

morning before beginning one's route is less complex than preparing a 

commercial airplane for take-off, the two procedures bear essential 

similarities. 

To qualify for their Commercial Driver's License (CDL), our drivers 

must undergo weeks of intensive training.  The CDL candidate must 

demonstrate skill in driving and maneuvering a 58-student capacity bus 

and our various smaller buses.  A central part of the candidate driver's 

test is to name the elements of several mechanical or electrical 

assemblies essential to the safe operation of the bus.  The CDL 

candidate must also describe each component's functions with word-

perfect precision. Every driver must review each system every day 

before they take their bus onto the road. It is safe to say that no parent 

goes through a several-point checklist inspection of their automobile 

before taking their child to the bus stop. 

In addition to our having high standards in training our drivers, the 

modern buses they drive are better constructed and equipped than ever 

before.  For example, today's school buses less frequently break down 

than in former years and can better monitor student behavior through 

onboard camera systems.  

Parents want to be confident that when their kids get on the school bus 

they will be safe.  Today's school buses are better designed for student 

safety than were buses in the past.  Originally, as many of us 

remember, the seats in buses were little more than thinly padded 
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benches with backs.  Today our students sit in compartments. Each seat 

is tall—front and back—so that the two (or three students depending on 

age and size) who occupy it are sandwiched between substantial, thickly 

padded barriers. In a front or rear crash—rear crashes being the most 

common—no student will be thrown forward or backward outside their 

compartment but retained within its two thickly padded barriers. 

It takes a special person to dedicate their working career to driving our 

kids to and from school. The relationship our drivers establish and re-

establish at the beginning of each year between themselves and each 

new or returning student is unique and personal. The relationship of 

the driver to the student is also vital to the successful completion of the 

mission of our schools. Whether over a few years or, in some cases, 

throughout a student's advancement through each grade, each driver 

gets to know each student's name, and the student comes to learn and 

trust each driver.  In turn, our drivers notice even small things about 

each student--their moods, attitudes, or temperament, including signs 

when things are not going well, and the student may need to see a 

school counselor.  It is fair to say that, while safely delivering our 

students to school and back is our drivers' primary responsibility, 

NMSD drivers routinely and for generations have performed above and 

beyond the call of duty.  Through their concern for each student and the 

quality of the community they create on their bus among their 

passengers as a group, our drivers are also educators.  NMSD drivers 

are our districts' first-line examples of professionalism and the first 

instructors of our students in good behavior, personal responsibility, 

and good. citizenship.  Let’s Hear It For Our Dedicated NMSD School 

Bus Drivers! 

John Campbell 

North Mason School Director, 

District # 4 
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